
Top  7  Inspirational  Success
Stories
Distinctive stories of success can be an inspiring force for
any  aspiring  entrepreneur.  They  captivate  and  entice  us,
teaching us that anything is possible.

The  path  to  starting  your  own  business  and  making  it
successful isn’t easy. Sometimes, it helps to hear a story
about  success,  especially  when  you  are  about  to  start  a
business, get a business loan, or want some inspiration. Even
the most successful companies small, medium, and large alike
through their share of challenges.

Every success story embodies a valuable lesson. Whether it’s
the story of a young visionary whose ideas changed the world,
or a powerhouse executive who overcame incredible odds to
achieve  success,  there’s  an  element  of  resilience  and
innovation  in  each  tale.

It highlights the human potential to rise above adversity and
proves  that  true  innovation  is  achievable  despite  any
limitation. It inspires dreams and motivates people to bring
their ingenious ideas to life.

But these inspirational stories cannot offer much alone; we
also  need  guidance  along  the  way  –  for  making  crucial
decisions, staying focused on our goals when times are tough,
and keeping a positive outlook even through setback after
setback.

So seek advice from those who have already been through what
you’re  going  through  now.  And  apply  their  wisdom  as  you
journey towards your own grand finale! In addition, tap into
your own creativity–trust your ideas and never doubt your
power to make them happen.

https://www.thethrive.in/story/motivation/top-7-inspirational-success-stories/
https://www.thethrive.in/story/motivation/top-7-inspirational-success-stories/


When you’re thinking about starting your business, it can be
easy  to  think  about  quitting,  but  learning  about  others’
success can help lift your business spirits.

The purpose of this article is to motivate and inspire you to
do better and achieve what you want. Here are the top 7
inspiring success stories in 2023 that will encourage you to
chase your dreams and achieve greatness.

1)  Karsanbhai  Patel  –  The  Man
Behind ‘Washing Powder Nirma’
The company started in 1969 with just one man, today employs
around 18,000 people and has a turnover of more than 7,000
crores.

He was a qualified Science graduate, Karsanbhai, who tried
mixing  Soda  Ash  and  a  few  ingredients  to  make  detergent
produce, One fine day, he got the formula right and it was
then that he started producing detergents in the 100sq ft
backyard of his home as an after-office business in Ahmedabad
and then sold it from door to door.

At the time, detergent and soap manufacture was dominated by
multinational  corporations  with  products  like  Surf  by
Hindustan Lever, priced around Rs. 13 per kg. He used to give
a  money-back  guarantee  with  every  pack  that  was  sold.  He
offered  his  detergent  powder  for  Rs.  3/  kg.  Thus,  he
successfully  targeted  the  middle  and  lower-middle-income
segments.

Thereafter, in April 2003, Nirma University was established by
the first three institutions, under a special act passed by
the Gujarat State Legislative Assembly.

The famous advertisement jingles, ‘Washing Powder Nirma, Doodh
Si Safedi Nirma Se Aayi, Sabki Pasand Nirma‘, a phrase that
goes beyond lip service, made a deep impact on every Indian.



Nirma  revolutionized  the  detergent  market  and  created  a
segment for phosphate-free and environment-friendly detergent
powder.

Today Nirma has an overall 30% of detergents and a 25% market
share in soap cakes and Nirma Group is one of the world’s
largest manufacturers of soda ash. Forbes listed his net worth
as US $3.9 billion in 2017.

Karsanbhai Patel has been conferred with Padma Shri Award
formally conferred by Mrs Pratibha Patil, the President of
India.

According to Forbes, in 2004 Nirma’s annual sales were as high
as 8,00,000 tonnes. Karsanbhai Patel, who started his surf
company  from  his  home,  is  today  775th  on  the  list  of
Billionaires of the world and 39th on the list of richest
people in India. Currently, his net worth is $4.1 billion,
according to Forbes.

2) Kalpana Saroj – The Unbreakable
Woman ( CEO, Kamani Tubes)
She is described as the original “Slumdog Millionaire” of
India. Born to a Dalit family, she was subjected to all kinds
of injustice and being a girl only added to her miseries. She
was married at the age of 12 and faced mental and physical
abuse by her in-laws.

She attempted suicide after being ostracized by the villagers.
At 16, she moved back to Mumbai to live with her uncle. She
soon took out a loan of Rs 50,000, bought a sewing machine to
set up a tailoring business and also attempted to build a
furniture store.

Using  government  loans  for  scheduled  caste  people,  she
successfully started a tailoring business and then a furniture
store.



She soon went on to set up a real estate venture and ended up
serving on the board of Kamani Tubes, a metal engineering
firm. Kamani Tubes Limited is a Non-govt company, incorporated
on 20 June 1959.

It’s an unlisted public company and is classified as a company
limited by shares. She took over once it went insolvent due to
being heavily in debt. She turned it around and transformed it
into a profitable business. Her work and contributions to her
fields brought in recognition, and with it, the honour of
becoming a Padma Shri in 2013.

She  was  on  the  board  of  Kamani  Tubes  when  it  went  into
liquidation in 2001, and after taking over the company, she
restructured it and brought it back to profit.

Kalpana  Saroj  was  awarded  the  Padma  Shri  for  Trade  and
Industry in 2013.

3)  Elon  Musk  the  billionaire
entrepreneur and business magnate
A South African-born American entrepreneur and businessman,
Elon  Musk,  founded  X.com  in  1999  (now  become  PayPal),  a
company like SpaceX in 2002, and Tesla Motors in 2003.

When Musk sold his start-up business, Zip2, to a division of
Compaq Computers. He became a multimillionaire in his late
20s.

Musk made headlines in May 2012, when SpaceX came up with a
rocket that would send the first commercial vehicle to the
International Space Station. He supported his portfolio by
buying SolarCity in 2016 and cemented his standing ahead of
the industry by taking on an advisory role in the initial days
of President Donald Trump’s administration.

When he was 10, Musk grew an interest in the computer world.



He upskilled himself on how to do the program, and at the age
of 12, he sold his first software: a game he built called
Blastar.

Managing various companies and a huge amount of travel time,
Musk has learned the power of aim and focus to get critical
work  done.  In  a  famous  University  of  Southern  California
commencement speech, Musk was quoted saying “focus on signal
over noise, don’t waste time on things that don’t actually
make things better”.

Before Tesla Energy came into reality, people were assured
that battery packs would continue to be costly, no matter
what. However, Musk understands that if someone could break
down batteries into their fundamental components and develop
them from scratch by optimizing the resources, the gross price
could be decreased by a huge margin.

Today, he may be a multi-billionaire entrepreneur, but things
were  not  the  same  as  this.  When  Musk  started  SpaceX,  he
thought about his failure as a workable option on his new
journey towards cosmos exploration. However, instead of giving
it up, he built a contingency plan and went ahead with the
SpaceX project.

4) Gautam Adani 4th Richest Person
in the world
Chasing  dreams  over  education  Gautam  Adani  is  a  college
dropout who was in his second year of graduation when he made
a decision to chase his entrepreneurial dreams.

His very first business was in the lucrative diamond industry
in Mumbai, working as a diamond sorter at Mahindra Brothers
and setting up his own diamond brokerage business after a
couple  of  years  his  business  did  well  and  he  became  a
millionaire by the time he was 20 but by this time his elder



brother had newly purchased a plastic factory in Ahmedabad and
asked Gautam Adani to help him in running it.

In 1996 Gautam Adani was also the Founder of Adani Power
Limited, the power business subsidiary of Adani Group. The
company is India’s largest private power producer and also the
largest solar power producer in India.

In 1988, he established Adani Exports Limited (now known as
Adani  Enterprises  Ltd).  The  company  initially  dealt  with
agricultural  commodities  and  power  and  eventually  expanded
over the years.

 The  liberalization  and  economic  reforms  of  1991  boosted
Adani’s business and increased revenues and profits for his
company. The favourable business environment allowed Adani to
expand his company rapidly.

The Adani Group is an Indian multinational conglomerate and
its headquarters is located in Ahmedabad, Gujarat. It was
founded  by  Gautam  Adani  in  1988  as  a  commodity  trading
business, with the flagship company Adani Enterprises Limited.

It would continue to become the flagship group company with
its fingers in various industries, from cement to media.

“There are two turning points in my life. One in 1985, when
the government relaxed import norms under open general license
(OGL) for actual users. I began importing raw materials and
polymers and entered trading.

The second turning point came in 1995 when we decided to get
into the port sector, as part of the group’s overall strategy
to get into asset-building,” – Gautam Adani

5)  Jeff  Bezos  is  the  founder,



executive  chairman,  and  former
president and CEO of Amazon
The journey started back in 1994, Jeff Bezos, a former Wall
Street hedge fund executive and a vision who was already aware
of the potential of the internet and e-commerce platforms took
the decision while sitting in the garage to give the first try
to create an “online everything store”.

At first, Jeff thought about naming the company “Cadabra”
(from abracadabra).

However, his lawyer, Todd Tarbert, advised him that the name
could be seen as kind of unclear.

After the new website name was decided, the next decision
would  be  about  the  product  to  be  sold  on  the  e-commerce
platform was very important for him. Jeff found that the most
logical option would be to sell books online.

Going against financial journalists and analysts that just
couldn’t  see  the  growth  of  the  internet  as  jeff  did,
Amazon.com  reached  180,000  accounts  in  its  first  year  of
business. In May 1997, Amazon.com became a public firm, with
$54 million on NASDAQ.

At the end of the same year, there were around 1 million
accounts  and  $148  million  in  revenues  which  became  $610
million the following year. The company expanded quickly and
began  selling  music,  videos,  electronics,  video  games,
software, houseware, toys, games, and many more.

Moreover,  what  attracted  customers  were  its  personalised
recommendation  tools  and  customer  reviews  for  better
purchases, thus developing a community of consumers. In 2000,
Amazon opened a room for small businesses and individuals to
sell their products through the platform.



Two  years  later,  Amazon  Web  Services  (AWS)  was  launched,
confirming what Jeff claimed from the start: Amazon was not a
retail company, but a technology. From that year on, AWS has
encompassed  statistics  on  the  internet  for  developers  and
marketers, its Elastic Compute Cloud that rents out computer
processing power, and its Simple Storage Service, for renting
data storage.

Kindle e-readers launched in 2007, fostering the e-book market
by Amazon. In 2009, Amazon launched Amazon Encore, its first
publishing line, which would also allow individual writers to
publish their own e-books through Amazon.

 In February 2011, Amazon launched a streaming service Amazon
prime. It also found its tablet computer – Kindle Fire in
November of the same year. It also declared the concept of
Amazon Lockers where buyers can pick up their online purchases
without  waiting  for  delivery.  Amazon  becomes  Amazon
Publishing,  aiming  to  develop  its  own  titles.

To  boost  its  presence  in  Asia,  Amazon  came  up  with  a
marketplace in India in 2013. On the technological front, it
launched a Mayday button which lets users get instant access
to a live tech adviser through their devices. And in the same
year started delivering packages on Sundays.

In 2014, Amazon came up with its first and only smartphone –
Fire integrating its universe of media and streaming options
into one smart device. However, the phone failed to make a
place in the market and the company had to write down $170
million and cease production.

Amazon also purchased the video game streaming company Twitch
for $970 million.  And later launched Fire TV and Amazon Echo
voice-enabled speakers.

In  the  year  2016,  Amazon  teamed  up  with  Fiat  Chrysler
Automobiles to sell cars online in Italy. It also came up with
a new concept called Amazon Flex where drivers can sign up



with the company to deliver packages using their own cars.

In June 2017, Amazon acquired Whole Foods marking the entry of
the company into the world of grocery and physical retail
stores. It purchased all 471 stores of Whole Foods for a
whopping around $13.7 billion.

The company went from a bookstore to an “all-purpose store”
and  then  to  a  worldwide  e-commerce  giant.  But  Amazon
definitely didn’t stop there and potential never seems to end.
But what keeps its audience attached to the company is its
profit margin, which remains low on any products offered by
Amazon.

Customers know it is comfortable to work with Amazon and will
always bring a reasonable and competitive price in all fields
and products. And for sellers who use the multisided platform,
it’s convenient for them to be sure they can easily display
their effects on the website and app to make sales worldwide.

Nowadays, Amazon is recognized as the biggest retailer across
the globe, a brand for those who don’t have limits.

6) Ratan Naval Tata businessman and
former chairman of Tata Sons
Ratan  Tata  was  born  to  one  of  India’s  most  prosperous
industrialist  families  in  Mumbai,  India  in  1937.  His
grandfather Jamsedji Tata was the founder of the Tata Group,
who was in industrialisation in India after independence.

Ratan Tata went to Cornell University in the US to get an
architecture  and  structural  engineering  degree  and  later
pursued a management course at Harvard University.

Despite being the future chairman of Tata Group, he started
his career from the ground level working alongside blue-collar
employees in Tata Steel Division. In 1971, he was appointed



the Director-in-Charge of the National Radio and Electronics
Company Limited, which was in dire need of a revival and
turned it around.

In 1990 Tata took the helm of Tata Group and ushered in an
array of reforms to modernise the group’s business methods to
compete successfully. During his time, he brought all Tata
companies  under  one  umbrella,  and  acquired  several  comply
produced car ‘Indica’ and the first compact car ‘Nano’.

Nano, the most economically produced car in the world, was the
brainchild  of  Tata  who  got  concerned  about  the  safety  of
nuclear families travelling in two-wheelers in India.

He faced a big challenge when he met the Ford leadership to
sell  the  Tata  Group’s  car  business.  The  deal  didn’t  come
through but Tata worked towards growing the auto business.

 In 2008 when Ford was on the brink of bankruptcy, it was Tata
who  managed  to  seal  the  company’s  Jaguar  Land  Rover
acquisition  for  over  $2  billion  successfully.  Further
testimony to his power to overcome challenges came during the
26/11 terror attacks when he led the efforts to help victims
outside the Taj hotel. To quote his own words, “If you want to
walk  fast,  walk  alone.  If  you  want  to  walk  far,  walk
together.”

7) Mukesh Ambani the chairman and
managing  director  of  Reliance
Industries Ltd.
Mukesh Ambani was born in Aden, Yemen, and grew up in Mumbai,
India. He completed his degree in chemical engineering from
the Institute of Chemical Technology and later pursued an MBA
degree at Stanford University.

He is known for his leadership and vision in driving the



growth of RIL and has been credited with helping to shape
India’s economic landscape. He has been recognised with many
awards and accolades for his business achievements.

Mukesh  Ambani  has  faced  many  hardships  during  his
entrepreneurial journey. Mukesh built Reliance from scratch. 
Subsequently, Reliance reached a new market height due to
Mukesh’s exceptional strategies.

Reliance experienced a downfall in two parts due to the death
of Dhirubhai Ambani. So the two brothers divided business
Mukesh Ambani owned Reliance India Industries Limited. Anil
Dhirubhai Ambani Group was owned by Anil Ambani.

Although  the  circumstances  were  challenging  to  grow  the
business, Reliance again Rose to success under Mukesh Ambani’s
leadership with substantial market strategies and hard work.

Summary
Inspirational success stories can help motivate you and create
a  positive  outlook  on  life  and  work  when  needed.  Success
stories have the power of positive thinking which can help you
to reframe your brain to think positively is a key step in
leading a happy and successful life.

In this article, we have mentioned seven inspirational success
stories in 2023 that have achieved success in business. These
success  stories  are  sure  to  motivate  and  inspire  you  to
achieve great things in your life, career, and successful
business.
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